Good Grammar

Myself – I or me is sufficient when referring to your actions or thoughts.


Ex.  I did my work. (instead of) I did my work myself.

Never write or say between you and I.  The proper word here is me (not I).  Between is a preposition and will always take object pronouns, not subject pronouns.  In case you don’t know what they are:

Subject Pronouns


Object Pronouns
I

we


me

us

you

you


you

you

he/she/it

they


him/her/it
them

Remember how to use the words fewer and less.  If you can count items, use fewer.  

Ex.  The checkout counter should read:  10 items or fewer.

Irregardless is nonstandard English.  Regardless is the appropriate word choice.

Do you really feel badly?  Unless you are complaining about your poor sense of touch, you probably just feel bad.

Something will happen on February 12th. When the day follows the month, omit the th (  …February 12.

Guys.  If you are in mixed company of males and females, don’t call them all guys.  Try saying people.

Capitol and capital are often confused.  A capitol is a building; other uses involve the word capital.

Stationary or stationery.  To remember them:   Stationery:  Pens, letters, and envelopes have an E.

     
       Stationary:  Stay has an A.  (Stationary means to stay still or static.)

Principle or Principal?  The Principal is my pal.  A principle is something I believe in.

Complement or Compliment?  
Complements are extras.  Compliments are nice things someone says.

Did you imply or infer that I did not understand you?  Imply means to hint or suggest, while infer means to conclude, surmise, or assume.  When you imply, you send a message; when you infer, you receive one.

Are a group of employees meeting after work?  No. A group of employees is meeting after work.  The word group is a collective noun and requires the use of the singular verb is.

It don’t matter.  But it does!  If you take apart contractions you’ll find out what you are really saying.

This is the same as saying:  It do not matter.  The proper thing to say is: It doesn’t matter.

This is real good. = This is true good.  What?  That’s right, real isn’t the correct thing to say here.  You really want to say really.  If you can’t replace the word real with the word true, then you probably really meant to say really.

You did good.   Nobody, no matter how hard he/she tries, does good.  They do well. 

Like, um, you know, ok.  If you are using these words when you talk – STOP IT!  It’s just verbal garbage.  Leave it out.  Time yourself and your friends to see how long they can go with saying any of these.

They’re, there, and their.  They’re = They are.  There is a place.  Theirs is someone else’s.

Its vs. It’s.  It’s = It is.  (It is time to go. = It’s time to go.)  Remember the rule above – take apart contractions to find out what you are really saying.  (Not what you are really saying.)  Getting it so far?

To use a comma or not to use a comma?  Simply follow the macaroni and cheese rule:

If you are listing more than 2 items in a series then a comma goes after each item like this:

When you go to the grocery store I want you to pick up soup, milk, butter, eggs, macaroni, and cheese.
Now if we’d meant that you should buy a container of macaroni and cheese (instead of macaroni from the pasta aisle and cheese from the dairy section) then we’d say:  

I want you to pick up soup, milk, butter, eggs, and macaroni and cheese.

See how it works?  When you want to show a connection between 2 items, don’t use a comma.

If they are separate items in a series, use a comma.

Commas:  If you are writing a long sentence read it aloud.  Where you would feel most comfortable to pause and take a breath to finish the sentence is probably where you could use a comma.

